
 

 CJ 202:222: Constitutional Issues in Criminal Justice 
Rutgers University-Newark 

Smith Hall, Rm 245 
Tuesdays 2:30-5:20 PM 

 
 

Instructor: Office Hours: 
Sarah Lageson, PhD Tuesdays 11:00-1:00 

sarah.lageson@rutgers.edu Center for Law and Justice #547 
 
 
Course Description 
This course will examine the role of the United States Constitution in the context of Criminal Justice. Using a 
variety of materials and approaches, students will learn about the rights of the accused, protections against the 
justice system, trials, evidence, search and seizure, wrongful convictions, and criminal punishment. Overall, 
students will examine the delicate balance between Constitutional protections and the pursuit of justice.  
 
Learning Outcomes 
After taking this course, students will: understand the historical context of the U.S. Constitution; identify and 
define Constitutional Amendments; apply these concepts to criminal justice; learn how to read, interpret and 
analyze legal arguments; and analyze the social implications of key court decisions.  
 
Requirements 
Assignment Raw Points Percent of Final Grade 
Attendance: 15 sessions (2 points per session) 30 30% 
Quizzes: 4 (25 points each) 100 50% 
Serial Essay  35 10% 
‘Just Mercy’ Essay 35 10% 
TOTAL 200 100% 
 
Grading 
A 93-100 % 
B+ 89-92 
B 82-88 
C+79-81 
C 73-78 
D+ 69-72 
D 65-68 
F <64 

 
Text:  Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson (ISBN-10: 0812994523) 
 
Attendance & Grading Policy 
Attendance will be taken for each class and will account for 30% of your final grade. If you must miss class for a 
documented reason, please let me know prior to class. You may earn half credit for that day if the excuse is 
documented. Credit awarded is at the discretion of the instructor.   
 
Course Website 
We will use Blackboard to post readings and submit written assignments. It is up to you to ensure you have 
access to our Blackboard page within the first week of class. 
 
 
 



 

Resources 
Rutgers provides excellent resources for students. I encourage you to take advantage of them! For information 
regarding the Writing Center, please visit: http://www.ncas.rutgers.edu/writingcenter  
 
Late Work & Incompletes 
Late assignments will be penalized 10% for each day past the due date. Be proactive if you fall behind! I am here 
to help you. Allowing excused absences and later deadlines are subject to instructor discretion. Incompletes will 
only be given if a student has completed the majority of coursework and encounters an unexpected barrier to 
finishing the class, which will require careful documentation, a written plan for course completion, and approval 
by the Dean. 
 
Grade Disputes 
If you feel unfairly evaluated, please prepare a one-page document explaining your concerns. This document 
must be sent to the professor and followed by a meeting in office hours within one week of the quiz or 
assignment due date.  
 
Our Classroom Environment 
Turn off cell phones. Be respectful to other students. We will discuss contentious issues at times. Listen carefully 
and respond thoughtfully. I encourage debate and response, but I will not tolerate personal attacks. Please come 
talk with me if you feel our discussion environment is not adhering to these standards at any point.  
 
Mid-semester Evaluation 
Midway into the course you will have the opportunity to evaluate our class and provide me with anonymous 
feedback. We will adjust the course as needed in response to your suggestions. This is your class. Let’s make it a 
good one! 
 
Academic Integrity 
Do not use other people’s work for class material. I encourage you to discuss these issues outside of class with 
one another and to study together, but your finished work must be your own. As a member of the Rutgers 
University community you are not to engage in any academic dishonesty. You are responsible for adhering to 
basic academic standards of honesty and integrity as outlined in the Rutgers University Policy on Academic 
Integrity for Undergraduate and Graduate Students. Rutgers policies regarding academic integrity can be 
accessed here: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/. Your academic work should be the result of your own 
individual effort, you should not allow other students to use your work, and you are required to recognize and 
reference any material that is not your own. Violations of the university’s policy will result in appropriate action. 
  
Students with Disabilities 
Rutgers University “is committed to providing equal educational opportunity for persons with disabilities in 
accordance with the Nondiscrimination Policy of the University and in compliance with § 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.” For additional 
information please visit the website https://ods.rutgers.edu/or contact the representative for the Newark 
Campus: Kate Torres, Coordinator of ADA Services and Academic Support, Robeson Campus Center, Suite 352 
Phone: 973.353.5300, E-mail: kate.torres@rutgers.edu 
 
Psychological and Counseling Services 
If you experience psychological or other difficulties as a result of this course, or because of other issues that may 
interfere with your performance in the course, please contact the university’s psychological and counseling 
service center (http://www.counseling.newark.rutgers.edu; 973-353-5805), which is located in Blumenthal Hall, 
room 101. The center offers a variety of free, confidential services to part-time and full-time students who are 
enrolled at Rutgers. 
  
 
 



 

CALENDAR & READINGS 
Serial podcast, Season 1: www.serialpodcast.org  
Stevenson refers to ‘Just Mercy’ 
All other readings are posted to Blackboard 
 
Class Topic Reading Cases 
Week 1 
1/19 
 

Introduction to the 
Constitution & Bill of 
Rights, how to read a 
court case 
 
 

  

Week 2 
1/26  

SCOTUS 
 
Due Process 
 
Constitutionality of 
laws 
 

*“Understanding Criminal Cases” 
 
*“Essentials of CJ, Ch. 4 The Courts” 
 
*“Pretrial Procedures and Plea 
Bargaining: From Arrest to ‘Lets Make a 
Deal’” 
 
Serial Episode 1 & 2 
 

Hughes v. State (1994) 
 
Lanzetta v. New Jersey (1939) 
 
State v. Metzger (1982) 

Week 3 
2/2 
 

Equal Protection 
 
Racial Profiling & 
Racial Disparities 

Serial Episode 3 & 4 
 
*“History of Equal Protection and the 
Levels of Review” 
 
*“Why It’s So Hard to Study Racial 
Profiling” 
 

Strauder v. West Virginia (1880) 
 
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
 
Brown v. Board (1952-4) 
 
McCleskey v. Kemp (1987) 
 
Fisher v. University of Texas (2016?) 
 

Week 4 
2/9 

First Amendment 
Second Amendment 

Serial Episode 5 & 6 
 
*“Shoot First” 
 
*“Op Eds on Stand Your Ground 
Laws” 
 

People v. Rokicki (1998) 
 
Texas v. Johnson (1989) 
 
Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969) 
 
D.C. v. Heller (2008) 
 
McDonald v. Chicago (2010) 
 

Week 5 
2/16 

QUIZ I 
 
Policing & the 
Constitution:  
Stop and Frisk, 
Interrogation, Self-
Incrimination 
 
 
 

Serial Episode 7 & 8 
 
*“Rights and Wrongs: A Judge Takes on 
Stop and Frisk” 
 
*“Is Stop and Frisk Worth It?” 
 

Terry v. Ohio (1968) 
 
Minnesota v. Dickerson (1993) 
 
Illinois v. Wardlow (2000) 
 
Miranda v. Arizona (1966) 
 
Edwards v. Arizona (1981) 
 
 

Week 6 
2/23 
 

Policing & the 
Constitution:  
Searches & Warrants  
 

Serial Episode 9 & 10 
 
*Huffington Post: Warrantless GPS 
tracking  

Olmstead v. United States (1928) 
 
Katz v. United States (1961) 
 



 

 
*The Atlantic: GPS Tracking 
 
*The Atlantic: Rescuing Search & 
Seizure 

United States v. Jones (2012) 
 
Mapp v. Ohio (1961) 
 
Davis v. United States (2011) 
 
Illinois v. Gates (1983) 
 

Week 7 
3/1 
 

Policing & The 
Constitution: 
Seizures & Use of 
Force 
 
 

Serial Episode 11 &12 
 
*New York Times: Ferguson 
 
*The New Yorker: Ferguson 
 

 California v. Hodari (1991) 
 
 Tennessee v. Garner (1985) 
 
 Graham v. Connor (1989) 
  

Week 8 
3/8 
 

QUIZ II 
Trial Rights: Attorneys 

Gideon’s Army documentary (screened 
in class) 

Powell v. Alabama (1932) 
 
Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
 
Strickland v. Washington (1984) 
 

Week 9 
3/15 
 

No class: Spring Break No assignments N/A 

Week 10 
3/22 
 

No class Serial Essay Due Friday, March 25 by 
5:00 pm 

N/A 

Week 11 
3/29  

Trial Rights: 
Pre-trial detention, bail 
Juries 
 

Stevenson 1-4 
 
*New York Times: The Bail Trap 
 
*Slate: Georgia Justice 
 

Batson v. Kentucky (1986) 
 
Foster v. Chatman (2016?) 
 
 

Week 12 
4/5 
  

Trial Rights: 
Rights during trial 

Stevenson 5-8 
 

Barker v. Wingo (1972) 
 
Sheppard v. Maxwell (1966) 
 
Richmond Newspapers v. Virginia (1980) 
 
Crawford v. Washington (2004) 
 

Week 13 
4/12 
 

QUIZ III 
Sentencing 
Capital Punishment 

Stevenson 9-11 Apprendi v. New Jersey (2000) 
 
Furman v. Georgia (1972) 
 
Gregg v. Georgia (1976) 
 
Glossip v. Gross (2015) 
 

Week 14 
4/19 
 

Prison Conditions 
Monetary Sanctions 

Stevenson 12-Epilogue 
 
*The Cruel Poverty of Monetary 
Sanctions 
 
 

Prison Litigation Reform Act (1996) 
 
Brown v. Plata (2011) 

Week 15 
4/26 
 

Surveillance & 
Technology 

*Mugged by a Mug Shot Online Jus t  Mercy  essay due Friday, April 29 
at 5:00pm 
 

QUIZ 4 (FINAL EXAM) TIME/LOCATION AVAILABLE ONLINE 



 

Essay Assignments 
 
Serial Essay – due to Blackboard by Friday, March 25 by 5:00 PM to Blackboard 
35 points / 10 % of final grade 
 
Respond to the following prompt, and be sure to respond to all aspects of the prompt. Essays should be 3-4 
pages long (1,500-2,000 words), double spaced, 12-point font.  
 
Apply your new knowledge of Constitutional law to the case of Adnan Syed. Select two rights the accused have 
under the Constitution, as outlined in the Bill of Rights. Select two major court cases that correspond to each 
right – you are welcome to cite the cases we discussed and debated in class, or check out a list on Wikipedia 
(search for “List of United States Supreme Court cases involving constitutional criminal procedure”).  
 
For both examples, describe 1) how the court interpreted the Constitution in their ruling and, 2) how this same 
Constitutional protection was applied (or not applied) in Adnan’s case. You must use specific examples from the 
podcast and cite the episode number in this format: (Serial, Ep. 2). 
 
‘Just Mercy’ Reading Journal – Due Friday, April 29 by 5:00pm to Blackboard 
35 points/10% of final grade 
 
For this essay, respond to each of the following prompts. You should devote 2-3 paragraphs to each prompt, as 
well as introductory and concluding paragraphs for the essay as a whole. Your work should be in 12 pt. Times 
New Roman font, double-spaced, and 4-5 pages long (2,000-2,500 words).  
 
Introduction: Summarize the book and briefly highlight some major Constitutional issues raised.  
 
Prompt 1: What are some specific examples of improper legal representation are profiled in Just Mercy? Why do 
you think sheriffs, lawyers, and other government officials proven guilty of misconduct are still on active duty? 
Provide a specific example from the text, and cite any relevant page numbers. What is a specific reform you 
believe should be made to the legal system? Explain your reasoning.  
 
Prompt 2:  Stevenson writes, “Executions are an example of how policies and norms are used to control and 
punish blacks.” Why are 80% of people on death row convicted of crimes against whites while 65% of homicide 
victims are black? Why is a death sentence more likely if a defendant is black and the victim is white? Provide 
evidence from the text, and be sure to cite the page numbers.  
 
Conclusion: In the epilogue, Stevenson writes, “The real question of capital punishment in this country is, do we 
deserve to kill?” What was your opinion about capital punishment prior to reading this book? Did reading Just 
Mercy change your opinion about whether or not the United States has the right to execute its citizens? What 
other questions did this book raise about capital punishment? 
 
Rubric: 

 
 

Mechanics: Uses proper grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation 

5 points 

Introduction 5 points 
Constitutional Issue 1/Prompt 1: answered fully, 
cites specific examples from the podcast/book 

10 points 

Constitutional Issue 2/Prompt 2: answered fully, 
cites specific examples from the podcast/book 

10 points 

Conclusion 5 points 
TOTAL 35 points 


