
 

CJ 522: Research & Evaluation 
Rutgers University-Newark 

Thursdays 6:00-8:40pm 
 

Instructor: Office Hours: 
Sarah Lageson, PhD Thursdays 10:30-12:30 

sarah.lageson@rutgers.edu Center for Law and Justice #547 
 

 
“Research is to see what everybody else has seen,  

and to think what nobody else has thought.”  
Albert Szent-Gyorgyi 

 
“Research is formalized curiosity.  

It is poking and prying with a purpose.” 
Zora Neale Hurston 

Description 
This course provides a basic introduction to research design in the social sciences, with an emphasis on 
criminology and criminal justice applications. Students will learn the steps required for framing an empirical 
question and be introduced to a variety of research methodologies. Throughout the course, students will first 
learn the basics of social research through writing research questions and developing hypotheses, using key 
examples of empirical research as a guide. Students will then learn multiple approaches for answering research 
questions, and then apply these methodologies in a real world setting. With a focus on a particular area of current 
criminal justice research, students will work as a team to collect, analyze, and report original data. These original 
data will also be utilized and analyzed in the accompanying SCJ Data Analysis Course. Students will actively test 
hypotheses and report these findings. 
 
Alongside this pragmatic and collaborative data collection experience, students will explore independent research 
through developing a research proposal that aligns with their interest in criminal justice research, administration, 
or practice. Students will survey existing research, develop metrics and testable hypotheses, and outline a data 
collection strategy. This final project will allow students to examine multiple methods to conduct empirical 
research, program evaluations, and policy analysis in a way that is directly aligned with their other coursework 
and professional goals.  
 
Objectives & Outcomes 

• Have mastery of the basic skills required for conducting scholarly work. 
• Identify important research questions related to criminology and criminal justice policies, practices and 

issues. 
• Identify and measure crime and criminal justice policy problems using appropriate methodological 

techniques, design appropriate targeted interventions to respond to these problems, and learn techniques 
to monitor and the success of interventions. 

• Learn how to critique and revise their own (as well as peers’) written work and oral presentations. 
• Learn to bridge gaps between policy, research and theory and to appreciate the social context of criminal 

justice policies, identifying their intended and unintended consequences. 
 
Requirements 
Attendance & participation 15% 
Two study memos 25% 
Literature review 15% 
Data analysis brief 20% 
Research Proposal 25% 
TOTAL 100% 
 

Grading 
A 93-100 % 
B+ 88-92 
B 82-87 
C+78-81 
C 72-77 
D 62-71 



 

 
Texts: All assigned readings are available on Blackboard 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Attendance & Participation 
Participation is the essential element to a good graduate seminar. I will provide a brief setup to open each class and 
will do my absolute best to provide an environment in which everyone feels comfortable participating – but 
responsibility for the seminar is shared collectively. This means that you must come to class prepared to discuss the 
readings (with written comments and at least one question of your own). A rough guideline: everyone should speak 
at least once during each course meeting. Your attendance will be tracked and will comprise 15% of your final 
grade.  
 
Two Discussion Memos 
Two times during the semester, participants will share responsibility for helping to lead course meetings. Students 
will sign up for the weeks of their choice during the first class. For this task you will prepare a 2-page single-spaced 
memo that summarizes the theory, data, methods, and argument of the assigned readings. The memo should also 
include a list of open-ended questions to guide our discussion. Basically: summarize the main points, identify the 
evidence and core argument, and raise good questions about what it all means. The memo must be emailed to the 
TA at least 24 hours prior to our class meeting.  
 
Literature Review 
As preparation for your research proposal, you will conduct a thorough review of relevant literature, using Google 
Scholar (accessible through your Rutgers library log-in). You will identify five relevant sources from peer-reviewed 
journals, create an annotated bibliography of these sources, then synthesize and summarize the sources into a single 
research brief. The brief should show what is already known in the field and point to what is yet to be learned – 
which in turn, will motivate your own research question and study proposal.  
 
Data Analysis Brief 
In this class, we will collect original data by conducting a survey on campus safety. You will analyze these data in 
Professor Miller’s data analysis course, then bring the results back to our classroom to discuss your interpretation of 
the results. You will prepare a data analysis brief that summarizes a key finding and discusses the both the benefits 
and limitations of this approach to collecting data.  
 
Research Proposal 
Your capstone project of this course is a research proposal that describes a succinct research question, a brief 
review of literature, a set of testable hypotheses, and a plan for investigation. You will prepare a 8-10 page proposal 
that lays out this plan, then concludes with considerations of the limitations to this approach and a thoughtful 
discussion for why a different method(s) might have been better suited. You will receive separate assignment 
instructions for this, along with an outline and grading rubric.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
CALENDAR & READINGS 
 
Class Topic Reading 
Week 1 
9/8  

Integrating theory and methods 
 
Ethics, positionality, and power 

Goode, “Ethical issues in the qualitative study of deviance and 
crime” 
 
“The Trials of Alice Goffman” 
 
*Goffman, “On the Run” 
 
 

Week 2 
9/15 
 

Designing a research project 
 
 
 
CITI Certification due 
 

Green & Lageson, “Give Methods a Chance” Introduction 
 
Alford, “Designing Research Projects” 
 
Blackstone, “Linking Methods with Theory” 
 
*Ipsa-Landa, “Indefinite Punishment & the Criminal Record” 
 

Week 3 
9/22 
 

Quantitative methodologies I: 
Surveys and longitudinal studies 
Sampling and generalizability 
 
Survey Design Workshop  

Green & Lageson, “Explanatory & Quantitative Methods”  
 
Blackstone, “Survey Research: A Quantitative Technique” 
 
*Ferraro, “The Measurement of Fear of Crime” 
 

Week 4 
9/29 
 

Quantitative methodologies II: 
Experimental approaches 
 
Data Entry Workshop – meet in computer lab 

“Experiments Overview” 
 
http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/desexper.php 
 
*Pager, “The Mark of a Criminal Record” 
 
*Sherman, “The Minneapolis Domestic Violence Experiment” 
 
 

Week 5 
10/6 
 

Research Questions & Lit Review Workshop – 
meet in computer lab 

“Literature Reviews” 
 
“Example Literature Review” 
 
Blackstone, “Designing and Measuring Concepts” 
 
 

Week 6 
10/13 
 

Qualitative methodologies I: 
Interviews and focus groups 
 
 

Green & Lageson, “Interpretive & Qualitative Methods”  
 
Blackstone, “Interviews” 
 
*Carr, “We Never Call the Cops and Here is Why” 
 

Week 7 
10/20 
 

Qualitative methodologies II: 
Ethnography 
 
 

Paik & Harris, “Courtroom Ethnographies” 
 
Pogrebin, “Qualitative research in institutional corrections and 
parole” 
 
Blackstone, “Field Research” 
 
*Kohler-Hausman, “Misdemeanor Justice” 



 

Week 8 
10/27 
 

Legal research 
 
Textual and historical methods 
 
Literature Review due 

Deflem, “Comparative Historical Analysis in Criminology & 
Criminal Justice.” 
 
*Deflem, “History of Technology in Policing” 
 
Court opinions on the exclusionary rule 
 

Week 9 
11/3 
 

Policy analysis 
 
Program evaluation 
 

http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/intreval.php 
 
Patton, “Basic Methods of Policy Analysis” 
 
http://criminal-justice.iresearchnet.com/criminology/research-
methods/program-evaluation/ 
 
*Excerpts from Prison Policy Initiative Research Clearinghouse 
 
*Sherman, “What Works” excerpts 
https://www.ncjrs.gov/works/wholedoc.htm 
 
 

Week 10 
11/10 
 

Mixed methods 
 
Data Analysis Workshop 

Brent & Krasia, “Moving Beyond our Methodological Default: A 
Case for Mixed Methods” 
 
Trahan & Stewart, “Toward a Pragmatic Framework” 
 
*Lageson et al, “Managerial Assessments of Criminal Records” 
 

Week 11 
11/17  

No class – ASC meetings 
 
Data Analysis Brief Due 

No reading 
 

Week 12 
11/22 
Tuesday  
meeting 
  

Research Proposal Workshop – meet in computer 
lab 

No reading 
 

Week 13 
12/1 
 

Methodological innovation: 
Big data, online research, technology 

Sugie, “Using smartphones for research” 
 
Holt, “Qualitative Criminology in Online Spaces” 
 

Week 14 
12/8 
 

Justice, science, and impact 
 
 
Proposal due December 12, 5:00 pm 

Uggen & Inderbitzen, “Public Criminologies” 
 
Warren, “One thing I learned….” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

POLICIES 
Late Work & Incompletes 
Late assignments will be penalized 10% for each day past the due date. Be proactive if you fall behind! I am here to 
help you. Allowing excused absences and later deadlines are subject to instructor discretion. Incompletes will only 
be given if a student has completed the majority of coursework and encounters an unexpected barrier to finishing the 
class, which will require careful documentation, a written plan for course completion, and approval by the Dean. 
 
Grade Disputes 
If you feel unfairly evaluated, please prepare a one-page document explaining your concerns. This document must 
be sent to the professor and followed by a meeting in office hours within one week of the quiz or assignment due 
date.  
 
Our Classroom Environment 
Turn off cell phones. Do not connect to wifi on your laptops during class (don’t worry, we will take a break). Be 
respectful to other students. We will discuss contentious issues at times. Listen carefully and respond thoughtfully. I 
encourage debate and response, but I will not tolerate personal attacks. Please come talk with me if you feel our 
discussion environment is not adhering to these standards at any point.  
 
Mid-semester Evaluation 
Midway into the course you will have the opportunity to evaluate our class and provide me with anonymous 
feedback. We will adjust the course as needed in response to your suggestions. This is your class. Let’s make it a 
good one! 
 
Academic Integrity 
Do not use other people’s work for class material. I encourage you to discuss these issues outside of class with one 
another and to study together, but your finished work must be your own. As a member of the Rutgers University 
community you are not to engage in any academic dishonesty. You are responsible for adhering to basic academic 
standards of honesty and integrity as outlined in the Rutgers University Policy on Academic Integrity for 
Undergraduate and Graduate Students. Rutgers policies regarding academic integrity can be accessed here: 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/. Your academic work should be the result of your own individual effort, you 
should not allow other students to use your work, and you are required to recognize and reference any material that 
is not your own. Violations of the university’s policy will result in appropriate action. 
  
Students with Disabilities 
Rutgers University “is committed to providing equal educational opportunity for persons with disabilities in 
accordance with the Nondiscrimination Policy of the University and in compliance with § 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 and with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.” For additional information please 
visit the website https://ods.rutgers.edu/or contact the representative for the Newark Campus: Kate Torres, 
Coordinator of ADA Services and Academic Support, Robeson Campus Center, Suite 352 
Phone: 973.353.5300, E-mail: kate.torres@rutgers.edu 
 
Psychological and Counseling Services 
If you experience psychological or other difficulties as a result of this course, or because of other issues that may 
interfere with your performance in the course, please contact the university’s psychological and counseling service 
center (http://www.counseling.newark.rutgers.edu; 973-353-5805), which is located in Blumenthal Hall, room 101. 
The center offers a variety of free, confidential services to part-time and full-time students who are enrolled at 
Rutgers. 
 


